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From the
Director’s
Desk

Jeff Pratt,
Public Works
Agency Director

Dear Colleagues,

It's easy to get a little jaded about
water conservation. However,
the stark reality is that our water
resources are limited. Don't think
what you do doesn’t matter. It does.

This month’s issue reminds us that
it's the responsibility of each and
every one of us to do our part to
conserve water. Small adjustments
can have a big impact. The way we
use water today affects how much
will be available for our future.

As public works professionals, we
may think we know all about wise
water use, but we can all do better.
As the drought continues, so does the
need to use this resource differently
than we did in the past. Learn more
in this issue.

If you don’t know your green thumb
from the rest of your fingers, then
the article on xeriscaping is one you
won't want to miss.

Children have a unique way of getting
right to the point. Their imaginative
artwork tells it all with this year’s
poster contest theme, Water is Life.

All the Best,

N

Jeff Pratt
Director

Drawing by Victoria Gentry

Water is Life

Moorpark Students Win Water Awareness Poster Contest

his month we are proud

to share inspiring works

of art from our local

youth that remind
us all of the importance of
water conservation. Each year,
Ventura County Public Works
Agency’s Water and Sanitation
Department, in conjunction with
Calleguas Municipal Water District
and Metropolitan Water District
of Southern California, sponsor a
Water Awareness Poster Contest,
for which students from all over
Southern California submit
posters reflecting a “Water is Life”
theme.

Fourth-grade students Victoria
Gentry amnd Sol Chavez of
Mountain Meadows Elementary
School in Moorpark, California,
were selected as the 2013
winners. Victoria was honored in
front of student artists, teachers,

and parents for her creative
poster titled, “Water Makes Life
Happy,” and her poster was
chosen to be featured in the 2014
Metropolitan Water Awareness
Calendar. Sol is the recipient
of the Department’s Perpetual
Water Awareness Trophy for her
colorful poster titled, “Water is
Awesome!!l” Her trophy will be
on display at the school until a
winner is chosen next year.

We hope this inspires each of
you to learn more about how you
can do your part to conserve and
preserve our water!

Drawing by Sol Chavez



wif% Susan Pm,

P.E., Manager of the Planning, Design and
Construction—-Water and Sanitation Department
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of Xeriscaping /

Living in Ventura, we experience a wide range of weather
conditions but, no matter what, rain always seem to be at
a minimum. So how can we still have beautiful gardens
without a lot of watering? The answer is xeriscaping.

Xeriscaping is often a misunderstood word, creating
a vision of prickly cacti in a desert-like landscape. But
nothing could be further from the truth. To xeriscape
simply means to landscape with slow-growing, drought-
tolerant plants to conserve water and to reduce yard
trimmings. This ultimately means less yard work. Are
you in yet?

Do your research. Check to see which drought-tolerant
plants work best in your climate zone-there are many
beautiful specimens to choose from.

Design a landscape plan that conserves water. Group
plants together with similar moisture needs, eliminating
the potential for over watering.

Use organic soil amendments.

Apply mulches to reduce water evaporation and prevent
erosion.

Experiment with different turf areas. Today there are
many attractive ground-cover options that can enhance
your garden’s beauty. You don’t have to eliminate your
lawn altogether, but grass is an extremely thirsty plant.
Use it sparingly.

Choose the correct watering system. A drip system
can help reduce over watering. Choose appropriate
times of the day to water and be sure to check for
water leaks.

Xe-ri-scape
‘zi(a)ro,skap,'zera-/
verb
xeriscaping
1. landscape (an area) in a style which
requires little or no irrigation.

Indigenous plants are naturally accustomed to local
climates so they make great choices for xeriscaping.
But you’re certainly not limited to planting only
California natives. Many other “Mediterranean”
climates like Southern Europe, North Africa, South
Africa, Western Asia, and Australia have colorful
drought-tolerant plants native to their regions. They
also work beautifully here.

reasons to switch to
a xeriscape garden




“®° .. WATER WISELY!

Here are a few EASY tips to REDUCE WATER USE....

Use energy-efficient Limit showers to five
washers and dryers minutes & install a low-
e & wassh only full loads flow shower head
There
ou cando YOUVE Use a broom, not the hose Use water from a bucket fo
art fo cONSER\S’* to clean patios, driveways, wash your car & save the
WATER, 2‘?{0%? al and sidewalks hose for rinsing
recioJ
resource.
Run the dishwasher Cultivate plants that thrive
only when full & soak dishes in semi-arid climates &
before washing them use mulch
DID YOU o o .
KNOW the 2 f Install drip imigation Fix leaking faucets, pipes,
iqaest users O hoses, toilets, etfc.
wcg‘egrg\r? most homes
ore LANDSCAPE
lRRlGAT\OI;I & Do not use the toilet for Use water-saving nozzles
TOILETS? trash disposal
Water the lawn & garden in Turn off the water while
the early morning or evening shaving, washing & brushing

your feeth

Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony National Public Works
April 25, 2014 at 10:00 am Week Recognition Day
Calleguas Creek Project Tuesday, May Zch 8:39 am-2:00 pm
164 Via Rosal in Camarillo, CA Hall of Administration at the

. Government Center
Come out to celebrate the completion

of Calleguas Creek Project. JOIN US for our Open House featuring:

" PWCAWS

¢ Coffee, Cookies & Popcorn
e Department Display Booths
e Equipment Show and Tell

e Recyclable Arts and Crafts
* Contest Giveaways

| Follow us on Twitter! ( \ Like Us on Facebook!
L' } twitter.com/VCPublicWorks B P facebook.com/VCPWA




